
SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the June 08, 2017 Skagit County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting, held at the Fidalgo Bay RV 
Resort in Anacortes 

 
Attendees: 

• MRC Members Attending: Jay Lind, Paul Dinnel , Morty Cohen, , Matt Reynolds, Julie Barber, Nathan Biletnikoff, 
Sarah Tchang, Todd Woodard,  Tracy Alker, Phyllis Bravinder, Kit Rawson, Jude Apple, PBNERR 

• MRC Members Absent: Jamey Selleck, Betsy Stevenson 
• Others Attending: Pete Haase (Morty’s alternate); Samantha Russell, CVP;  Jason Morgan, NWSF;  Gina Johnson, 

Salish Sea Steward; Suzanne Shull, PBNERR; Rich Childers, NWSC; Hannah Moon, Ace Hardware; Jennifer Herron, SSS 
Volunteer/Whale Museum 
 

Call to Order and Introduction: Sarah Tchang called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and opened the meeting with 
introductions. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The May 11, 2017, MRC meeting minutes were revised to reflect that the 2017-2018 MRC grant budget 
revisions were adopted afterwards.    
 
Public Comments:    

• MRC Celebration at H2O:  Sarah Tchang thanked everyone who was able to attend the Skagit MRC Celebration at H2O 
in Anacortes last month.  It was a lot fun!  We had a really nice turnout and it was a great opportunity for the MRC 
members to get to know each other and to meet some of the new volunteers.   A big “Thank You” goes out to Jay Lind 
for providing the appetizers, Heidi Lehman for reserving the facility, and H2O for accommodating our group. 

• May 13th Shore-Side Beach Cleanup:  Pete Haase thanked the Skagit MRC for partnering with the Swinomish Tribe, 
Coastal Volunteer Partnership, and RE-Sources to co-sponsor a shore-side cleanup at the Swinomish Reservation on 
Saturday, May 13.  Around 30 volunteers participated including several new Salish Sea Stewards. They removed 
nearly 900lbs of trash!  
 

Ace Hardware, Anacortes “Orca Friendly” Campaign:  Hannah Moon, Anacortes Ace Hardware                                     
As part of a pilot project, Randy Burgess, the owner of the Ace Hardware stores in Anacortes and 
Friday Harbor, recently partnered with the Pacific Whale Watch Association to help build awareness 
about the “greener” products that are available in their stores as an alternative to the other more 
toxic products that could harm marine life. They came up with the “Orca Friendly” label because the 
endangered southern resident orcas are such an icon of the Pacific Northwest and the image seems to 
resonate with most people.  The labels are placed on the shelves next to the products to help folks 
identify them more easily. Although they do not currently have a scientific process in place for labeling 
products as “Orca-Friendly”, the product ingredients must meet certain criteria including: they must be naturally derived, non-
toxic, biodegradable, and present no measurable harm to marine life and waterways.  How the product is manufactured and 
packaged is also taken into consideration.  Hanna brought a few “Orca Friendly” labeled products from her store to share as 
an example.  So far, the Anacortes store has about 100 products that they deemed to be “Orca-Friendly”. The “Orca Friendly” 
labels have been a huge hit with the customers and a great way to get the conversation started about how some of the 
products we use on land can impact our waterways and the marine life that live there. The Ace Hardware stores are each 
privately owned, so the “Orca Friendly” label has not caught on in the other stores yet, but they are hoping it will. While MRC 
members agreed that promoting healthy waterways with environmentally friendly products is a great idea, there was some 
concern about the lack of science being used for marketing something as “orca friendly”.  Jude suggested Ace use a more 
quality control, scientific authority or other validated criteria for determining what exactly qualifies as orca friendly. 

 
Recreational Crabber Outreach Campaign:  Jason Morgan- Northwest Straits Foundation                                   

• Derelict Crab Pots:  Approximately 12,000 recreational crab pots are lost in Puget Sound each year, primarily due to 
user error.  These lost crab pots continue to fish for up to two years and kill around 180,000 harvestable crabs. The 
Northwest Straits Foundation and the Northwest Straits Commission formed a derelict crab pot advisory committee 
representing different stakeholder groups to develop a three year plan to reduce the number of derelict crab pots in 
Puget Sound. The “Puget Sound Lost Crab Pot Prevention Plan” is available on the Northwest Straits Foundation’s 

http://nwstraitsfoundation.org/download/puget-sound-lost-crab-pot-prevention-plan/


website.  The Northwest Straits Foundation removes around 1,000 derelict crab pots each year.   Next June, the 
Foundation plans to do a large removal project of derelict crab pots in the Guemes Channel. 

• Crab Pot Modification:  A few years ago the Northwest Straits Foundation conducted a study to document the crab 
escapement rates of different crab pot designs.  Results of the study indicated that the way many of the pots were 
designed, the escape mechanism failed despite appropriate use of biodegradable escape cord.  The escape rings are 
typically welded onto the crab pots, and they discovered that just by modifying the escape rings with biodegradable 
cord, 100% of the crabs were able to escape.  The Foundation plans to start working with crab pot manufacturers to 
start making crab pots with the modified escape ring design.   

• Crabber Outreach:  30 - 35% of recreational crabbing licenses 
sold each year are to new crabbers who have never had a license 
before, so continued outreach is really important.    The 
Foundation contracted with a social marketing company to help 
update their outreach campaign.  The new outreach materials 
are a lot more colorful with positive messaging and a lot less 
doom and gloom (which seemed to turn people off).  On the 
back of the rack cards there is a link to a short survey for a 
chance to win a drawing for new crabbing gear.  The MRCs can 
help with outreach by distributing rack cards and crab gauges to 
retailers, kiosks, marinas, and/or directly to the crabbers at the 
boat launches on opening day of crabbing season.  Skagit MRC 
members discussed distributing outreach materials to the Port of 
Anacortes, Samish Indian Nation, and Ace Hardware in 
Anacortes.  Samantha will send out a request for volunteers to 
help with outreach at public boat launches on the first day of 
crabbing season.  In addition, the Foundation plans to re-release 
the crabber outreach videos they created in another Facebook 
campaign this year (last year they reached over 300,000 
people!). 

• Crabbing Regulations:  Crabbing regulations can be found on the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
website: http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/.   

 
Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) Report:  Sarah Tchang                                                

• Puget Sound Day on the Hill:  Rich, Nan, Jerry, Caroline and Ginny attended Puget Sound Day on the Hill in Washington 
DC. They met with Senator Patty Murray who reaffirmed her support of the Northwest Straits Initiative.  

• MRC Funding:  The External Relations Committee is working on securing biennial funding for MRCs in the amount of 
$450,000 from the state legislature.  

• 2016 Annual Report:  The Northwest Straits Initiative 2016 Annual Report is now available on the NWSC website.  
• 2017 Annual MRC Conference:  The annual MRC conference is scheduled for November 3-4, 2017 in Bellingham.  
• Science Advisory Committee Update:  Hugh Shipman, Coastal Geologist with the Washington Department of Ecology 

joined the NWSC Science Advisory Committee. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford are developing a two-page document on 
ecosystem health/condition which will be presented at the June Commission meeting. 

• Puget Sound Partnership Update:  The Partnership published a blog and hard copy book which includes success stories 
on restoration throughout Puget Sound.  

• Next NWSC Monthly Meeting- June 30:  The next NWSC meeting will be held June 30 at the Snohomish County Campus 
Building from 10:00am to 3:00pm. 

 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Report:  Jay Lind                                                                

• Ginny Broadhurst Update:  Western Washington University recently hired Ginny Broadhurst to be the new director of 
its Salish Sea Studies Institute.   For more information about the Salish Sea Studies Institute: 
https://westerntoday.wwu.edu/features/western-establishes-new-salish-sea-studies-institute. 

• NWSF Foundation Board Meeting:   The NWSF Board meeting will be taking place next week. The topics to be disused 
include the budget and elections of officers. 
 

Administrative Report: Tracy Alker            
*Due to the full meeting agenda, the administrative report was emailed to MRC members.   

http://nwstraitsfoundation.org/project/recreational-crabbing-resources/
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf
https://westerntoday.wwu.edu/news/western-hires-ginny-broadhurst-as-the-new-director-for-its-salish-sea-studies-institute
https://westerntoday.wwu.edu/features/western-establishes-new-salish-sea-studies-institute


• 2017 – 2018 MRC Grant Proposal Revisions:  We recently received a few minor comments/questions from the NW 
Straits Commission regarding our 2017-2018 MRC grant proposals.  Tracy is currently working with the project leads to 
address the comments and make the necessary revisions.  The revisions are due this Friday.   

• Bay View Dine and Discover:  The Bay View Dine and Discover event is happening this Friday from 4-8pm at Bay View 
State Park.  Tracy will be hosting the Skagit MRC’s storm drain golf game at the event and handing out Fidalgo Bay Day 
event cards.   
 

Project Status & Discussion                                    
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group was held 

May 9th.  The next one is scheduled for June 13th.  Nearshore monitoring continues to occur on a monthly basis. 
• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign is still in the process of fabrication.  Samantha Russell plans to recruit a few 

beach naturalists to help guide a group of around 60, 7th grade students in tide pool etiquette and beach exploration 
at Washington Park on June 14th.   

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  The layout will 
be a little different this year because some of the rooms, including the kitchen and game room, have been rearranged.  
Save the Date cards have been widely distributed. Planning continues. Initial contact has been made with the 
displayers. Pete will follow-up and confirm the displayers soon.  Several new Salish Sea Stewards have already signed 
up to help.  A new food service lead is needed for making arrangements for chowder samples with participating 
restaurants and volunteers to help serving chowders.  The initial contact with the restaurants has already been made 
but someone will need to follow-up.  Please let Pete know if you would be interested in being the food service lead. 
Tracy will also need help with the MRC display and activities as well.   

• Salish Sea Stewards:  34 volunteers completed the training that ended in May. 15 people have already requested 
applications for next year’s training.  Samantha will start evaluating the results of surveys completed by the newly 
graduated Salish Sea Stewards soon. Volunteer hours reported in Volgistics will be tallied at the end of each quarter 
and included in the MRC quarterly progress reports.  Two new Salish Sea Stewards, Gina Johnson and Rachel Best, 
recently joined the Salish Sea Stewards planning subcommittee.  Their input will be valuable in planning next year’s 
training and in making improvements to the program.  Todd noted that one of the new Salish Sea Stewards will be 
helping the Samish with their kelp surveys this summer.  Several Salish Sea Stewards and MRC members will also be 
volunteering at the Dine & Discover event at Bay View State Park this Friday.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul, with the help of several volunteers, completed the monitoring at the Cap Sante 
Marina and Sea Farers Park area.  The oysters that were planted last year were two small to spawn, but are expected 
to spawn this year.  They also collected most of the monitoring bags from 20 locations around Fidalgo Bay to look for 
new oyster settlement. Data collected so far indicates a moderate oyster spawn from last year.  Two new shell plots 
were established at Weaverling Spit.  Paul helped Whatcom County MRC distribute close to 40 bags of oyster seed at 
the Fidalgo Bay trestle to over-winter. The seed bags will be transplanted in Chuckanut Bay next summer. Paul and the 
other volunteers are gearing up to do some more monitoring during the next low tide cycle.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The field work is now complete.  The final report will be completed by September 30th.   
• Kelp Monitoring:  The Northwest Straits Initiative created a short video  explaining the establishment and importance 

of the Northwest Straits Initiative’s kelp surveys. The Northwest Straits Foundation has funding to hire an intern to 
develop a condition index for kelp bed health.  In order to get a good inventory of bull kelp beds in Skagit County, 
volunteers will be asked to participate in a two week long “Northwest Straits Bull Kelp Flash Survey”.  To make it 
easier for the volunteers to record and share the data they collect, Suzanne Shull created an online survey application 
that can be downloaded to a smart phone or accessed online by a computer.  Survey data collected will include:  date, 
time, kelp bed location, estimated kelp bed size, animal presence, and photos. Photos will be tagged to a particular 
location on a map.  Samantha Russell will send out an announcement through “The Wave” to try to recruit volunteers 
to participate in the two week long “Northwest Straits Bull Kelp Flash Survey”.  This will be a good test to find out 
whether or not this type of crowdsourcing program works.  If it is successful, it could be transferred to other MRCs.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index sites:  Ship Harbor, 
Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Surf smelt eggs have been observed at the Similk Bay 
site, but no smelt eggs have been found at Ship Harbor or Samish Island.  Spawning in Fidalgo Bay has started to pick 
up. 

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to expand European Green 
Crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  MRC Opportunity Funds are being used for volunteer coordination.  Shell 
Puget Sound Refinery provided funding for the additional traps and other supplies. Monitoring in Skagit County 
started the second week of April.  Teams of volunteers are each assigned specific locations to monitor.  As part of the 

http://coastalvolunteerpartnership.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=939da68c0cf554cbcc3364228&id=cc53bb60dc&e=1a5220f49d
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f08c314503c9499fba283f1e9c049513/form


green crab outreach effort, Samantha Russell, with the help of a few volunteers, will help teach approximately 25 Cub 
Scouts how to survey and correctly identify various crabs at Bay View State Park on June 17th 11:00am-1:00pm Bay 
View State Park. 

• Weaverling Spit Beach Nourishment Restoration:  This project is funded in part by the Skagit MRC’s Skagit Restoration 
Initiative funds (SRI). SRI funds are part of a Natural Resources Damages Settlement payment from Kimberly-Clark for 
the former Scott Paper Mill site in Anacortes and are administered by the Northwest Straits Foundation for 
restoration projects in Fidalgo Bay and Padilla Bay.  It was determined that SRI funds would require a 1:1 match.  The 
Weaverling Spit Restoration project was originally scheduled to be completed last fall, but had to be delayed for 
another year due to permitting issues.  Unfortunately, the project bids came in much higher than the original cost 
estimates and much higher than the current available funding for this project.  Todd will be meeting with the Samish 
Indian Nation’s tribal council in two weeks to ask for an approximately $70,000 contribution.  If the funding gets 
approved, the project will move forward as planned and construction will be completed this fall.  However, if it 
doesn’t get approved, the project would get delayed again and they will lose DNR and federal matching funds and 
would have to go through the permitting process all over again.   

 
Miscellaneous Events and Announcements:                                                                                                                                

• Dine and Discover- June 9 (4pm to 8pm at Bay View State Park):  Join the Coastal Volunteer Partnership and the Skagit 
County Clean Water program for a free evening of local food, fun games, raffle prizes, and live music by the Prozac 
Mountain Boys.     

• Oil Spill Response: Dispersants Workshop- June 13 (10:15am-4:30pm at Friday Harbor):  The purpose of the workshop 
is to convene a group of stakeholders to share information about dispersant science and decision-making and elicit 
feedback.  RSVP required www.sanjuandem.netJune13.  Skagit MRC members Phyllis and Nate are planning to attend.    

• Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council Meeting- June 21 (8am – 1pm at Padilla Bay):  The Leadership Council 
meets about four times a year to conduct business.  Meetings are open to the public. They don’t meet at Padilla very 
often, so it would be a great opportunity for Skagit MRC members to attend.   

• Taste of Padilla Bay – with a Hint of Maine- Aug 19:  The Padilla Bay Foundation will hold its annual auction dinner 
fundraiser on Saturday, August 19th at the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.  This year’s fundraiser will 
support a Touch Pool Experience in Padilla Bay’s aquarium room as well as the Coastal Volunteer Partnership 
Program.  The event will feature a sumptuous buffet and both a silent and live auction with live music by Jumbled Pie. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m. The next MRC meeting will be held Thursday, July 13, 2017, at the Skagit County 
Administration Building in Mount Vernon (1800 Continental Place) 

http://www.sanjuandem.netjune13/

